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Head Teacher’s Update

As I approach the end of my second week
in school, I have reflected on how much we
have achieved this term, in spite of the
chaotic announcements emerging from
the DFE. Thank you to parents and
students for their support and patience
with us as we have adjusted to the
requirements of this third lockdown.
Lateral Flow Testing
Last week we introduced Lateral Flow
Testing in school. All students returning to
the classroom received a test last Friday
and a further test this week. All our staff
are being tested weekly, which should
provide you with some reassurance. I am
very pleased to tell you that all tests so far
have been negative. It is important that
even when students receive a negative test
result they still keep themselves safe by
wearing a mask and social distancing.
These tests are pretty good but are not
guaranteed to pick up every case of COVID.
Learning Begins Again
For me, Monday was a great day as we
finally welcomed some students back and
the building felt like a proper school. I have
been trying to get to know names and to
understand how the school works. It will be
more difficult for me to get to know our
students who are working at home,
however I will be making contact with all
families over the next few weeks.
I continue to be amazed by how hard our
staff are working to make sure that lessons
in school and online are as detailed and
engaging as they can be. I would like to
thank all the staff for their hard work at the
beginning of this term. It has been
challenging, but they have pulled it
together and produced a learning offer
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that is outstanding and tailored to the
needs of individual students. Lots of
information has already been sent home
but you can find copies of all the home
learning packs and information about how
to learn remotely on our school website.
I also know that home learning can be a
source of anxiety for children and parents.
Please don’t worry about this. We would
like to see our students online every day
and have them complete some work.
However, please also remember that if you
choose to have an afternoon where you
bake with your children, or play games or
go for a walk, then that is your choice and
right as a parent and children can learn in
many different ways.
Communication
A number of letters have gone home over
the last week. Copies of these will also be
placed on the school website and tutors
will also phone home to reinforce any key
messages. There is also information on the
website about how to access support for
mental health and well-being during this
time.
COVID safety
Lockdown is a challenge for us all and
teenagers in particular find it very difficult,
both to have their freedoms curtailed and
also to socially distance. Please can I
reiterate that, in order to keep our staff
and students in school safe, everyone
needs to do their bit and follow the
government guidelines. Students are
expected to wear masks in school, unless
they have a medical exemption. They must
wear masks in communal areas and when
moving between classrooms. They do not
have to wear a mask inside classrooms. We
ask that students wear plain masks and we
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will use our discretion and ask students not
to wear masks which we feel may be
offensive to others or inappropriate for
school.
Staff Updates
I would like to welcome Miss Lucy Bailey to
our school. She will be working as a
Teaching Assistant in the Hub.
We also have a new Chair of Governors, Mr
Andy Coles and look forward to working
closely with him
Staff Hero of the
Week
My hero of the
week is
His
official job title is
Site Manager, but
as many of you
know, he does so much more than that. I
would not have been able to set up the
COVID testing process without him and I
am so grateful for his kindness and good
humour as I have started my new job.
Thank you Mark.
Head Teacher’s Stars of the Week
This week
and
are my Stars
of the Week.
Both students
have
been
polite
and
friendly to me
every time I
have seen them and have made me feel
welcome. They will be receiving a prize.
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Free School Meals
If any families have had a change in
circumstances and feel that they may now
qualify for Free School Meals, please
contact Mrs Ravalia in reception for more
information.

You may have heard some news stories
about food parcels. As a small school,
which does not have an in-house catering
service and also has a diverse catchment
area, it is not feasible for us to send food
parcels. We will continue to send vouchers
in the usual way. Again, please contact Mrs
Ravalia with any queries.
Update from our Pastoral Team
The new Pastoral team working during this
lockdown period comprises of:
Miss Love
Miss Martin
Mr Clarke
Home visits are made by Miss Martin, with
Mr Clarke making regular phone calls to
families. We will visit all families where
students are engaged in home learning at
least once a week.
Miss Love is the Safeguarding Officer and
coordinates the Pastoral team. If any
parent would like an additional visit or
needs to talk to a member of the team
urgently, then please contact the school
office.
Our counsellor, Lisa, is also available to
support families and students when
required and tutors will be making
students and parents aware of this offer.

Catherine Wilson
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Key Stage 2
It has been a busy start to the term down
in the KS2 Hub.
Students have
been starting
their
new
Topics such as
Pinocchio,
Decimals and
doing really fun
experiments
with Electricity
and Circuits in
Science.
Despite all the
hard work we
are
still
finding time
to
develop
our
social
skills and are
playing lots of
games
and
going
bike
riding offsite.
We also have
a new TA with us this term and we all look
forward to getting to know Miss Bailey
better and working with her.
Students of the week:

Key Stage 3 News: Remote Learning
The first week of remote education has
involved everyone learning how to work
differently! Staff have tried to become as
familiar as possible with technology to
support students to access online learning
and students have also helped each other
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to log on, or locate the work they need,
which has been very positive.
Some of the students have struggled to use
a tablet as it can be very difficult to open
multiple ‘tabs’, and we are supporting with
laptops at home.
We began the week with three students
accessing remote learning and have
doubled it to six students at the time of
writing, which is really pleasing. Comments
from some of our ‘remote’ learners are:
“It is really good.”
“It is much better than I thought it would
be.”
“I thought it would be really hard but the
work is set at my level.”
“It doesn’t feel like we are missing out on
our education.”
We hope and expect to see all students
online next week.
Key Stage 3 Onsite bubbles
Some
of
the
students
have
been involved in
outdoor learning
and this week
went on a cycle
ride along the
River
Nene
towards
Whittlesey. It was
cold but staff and
students had a
good time. In the
next few weeks we
will be visiting different parts of the city
and working on road safety skills.
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Key Stage 4 News
Mr Leeman has made KS4 do lots of work;
he even made me read to the rest of the
class (such torture!). We have also done
parallel lines (boring) and invertebrates
(boring).

Miss Bailey’s group have adapted to some
changes in the students in the class and
have made Taylor feel welcome as he has
changed groups. Callum, in particular, has
made a real effort to be friendly.
On Monday, the boys did really well
playing games in the common room and
utilized their social skills. The boys also
participated wonderfully in Food Tech,
making their own pizzas and giving each
other advice when they weren’t sure about
something or needed help.

We have also done some fun things
though. We went mountain biking and got
wet. We had fun in the park, with someone
getting stuck in a baby swing, until some
people tried to take our bikes! Mr Leeman
saved the day, making himself look hench.

During outdoor learning the boys were
taught how to read maps and recognise
different sign and symbols that are used,
all of the boys got stuck in, laying their
maps out and trying to find different places
in Peterborough that they recognised.
The boys also got to do some Archery
which was a first for Taylor. Lewis
especially showed a real flare for it, and
they all had fun teaming up and seeing who
could get the most points!
Students of the Week:
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